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Extracts from the correspondence of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, dated March 1, 1816. 


From the Commitice of the Bible Sociely at Lund, in 
Siveden. 
Lund, Dec. 9, 1815, 

Ir is in the midst of a bloody contest for civil liberty that 
mankind have been roused to a sense of higher and spiritual 
concerns. The dazzling meteors of a false light are yanish- 
ing before the bright Star of Revelation, which, with hea- 
venly forcé, breaks through the clouds. 

The unremitting and successful zeal of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, to spread the light of the Gospel to 
all the world, and in all known languages, has, deservedly 
met with the admiration and blessings of all who have any 
feelings for heavenly truth. On joining our sentiments to 
these, we embrace this first opportunity of offering you our 
cordial greetings. But, my lord and gentlemen, you have 
another claim on us, and that is, our humble and sincere 
thanks for the liberal donation of 300/. which you have 
generously bestowed on us. Our Society has thus, by your 
goodness, commenced under the most promising auspices; 
and we have every reason to hope and trust, that our endea- 
yours will be blessed and furthered by him, who alone can 
“give the increase.” Fervent and unremitting are ouf 
prayers to him, that, with his holy word, he will vouchsafe 
to give his Grace and Spirit. } 


From the Rev. R. Pinkerton. . . | a 


St. Petersburg, Dec. 11, O. S185. 

Tue emperor is now returned to his capital, to shed) 
blessings, I trust spiritual as weli as temporal, on the heads 
of his numerous subjects. Our noble President informed 
me, yesterday, that his majesty had already spoken with 
him about the Bible Society, had expressed great joy at its 
prosperity, begged the prince © promote its interest to the 
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utmost of his power, and promised every assistance on hie 
part. His majesty even added, that he spake from personal 
knowledge of the value and utility of the Holy Scriptures. 
Are you not ready to exclaim, Oh, Russia! thy deserts shall 
yet rejoice, and blossom as the rose! On thy Siberian wilds 
the Sun of Righteousness shall yet arise, and dispel. the 
moral gloom which has so long hung over the minds of their 
numerous tribes: the glory of the Gospel day shall cause 
more exultations in their tents than the transitory blaze of 
the Aurora Borealis. 

Yes, under the benign influence of Heaven, and the foster- 
ing sun of imperial aid and example, the Russian Bible So- 
ciety shall surely prosper. The subject has received that 
consideration from the emperor’s mind which its importance 
deserved, and has produced that conviction which stimulates 
fo action. Its claims are founded on principles which Rus- 
sians unanimously recognize; and hence it is, that the more 
attention it excites, the greater are its conquests in every 
quarter of the empire. At present, the Bible Society is the 
frequent subject of conversation in almost every circle in 
this great metropolis. 

From Mr. Miller, Director of the Schools in the city of 
Irkutsk, 

A priest in Moscow, having lost his all in 1812, through 
the French invasion, went to market, and purchased an old 
feather-bed for his family. On taking off the cover, to have 
it_ cleaned, he found a packet of bank notes among the fea- 
thers, amounting to 705 rubles. Notwithstanding his pover- 
ty, the honest man went, and made known this circumstance 
to government, which appointed to him the third part of this 
sum as his lawful property; but even this the good’ priest 
could not think of applying to the relief of his wants, but 
transmitted the whole sum, which was 235 rubles, to pro- 
mote the object of the Russian Bible Society. 

A surgeon, lately deceased, in the government of Tam- 
boff, has left six thousand rubles to the Russian Bible 
Society. 

These are examples, my dear friend, worthy of being 
known among the benevolent of Great Britain. 


From the Right Rev. N. Hertzberg, Provost of the pro- 
vince of Hardanger, Ullensvang, near Bergen, in Nor- 
way. 


July 10, 1815. 


Lately I received your annals, viz. the Tenth Report, 
for 1814, and a summary account of the British and Foreign 
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Bible Society, of which I had never heard any thing, but 
the name before ; thus receiving, in a moment, what I could 
not have hoped for in a year. | read—read again; and, 
after reading it ten times over, it still delighted me. I lifted 
up my hoary head, and, from my inmost soul, fetched sighs 
of gratitude to the Paternal Ruler of the universe. So 
many thousands, said I, refuse genuflectton to the Baal of 
our times ; to indifference! so many thousands Janguish for 
the knowledge of the everlasting Gospel! O, what immense 
good are you doing, from Greenland and Labrador to the 
uttermost part of Siberia; from Lapland to Van Diemen’s 
land; yea, throughout the whole earth! What tender soli- 
citude to procure the Bible for the poor inhabitants of Ice- 
land! Thus the divine oracle is fulfilled: ‘“ Their line is 
gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of 
the world: in them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun.” 
Psal. xix. 4. 


From the Committee of the Swedish Bible Sociely. 


Stockholm, July 30, 1815. 

During the three months of its independent existence, the 
Swedish Bible Society has received many proofs of a gene- 
ral interest in its favour; possessing, as patron, the sove- 
po as first member, his roval highness the crown prince ; 
as honorary members, many of the highest officers of the 
state; and the number of its annual members amounting to 
390 persons of all classes. Hence the Society has con- 
ceived the fondest expectations of the final success of its 
exertions. His royal highness the Crown Prince has gra- 
ciously bestowed upon the Society a gift of 2,400 rix dol- 
lars, Banco; and the other members, encouraged by this 
high example, are not slow in contributing, every one his 
mite. By the donations already received, the Secicty is en- 
abled to procure, without loss of time, a large edition of the 
whole Bible in Swedish; and necessary measures, to this 
effect, have been adopted. In the sister kingdom, Norway, 
a foundation is also laid for a Bible Society, whose establish 
ment, the common benefactor, his royal highness the Crown 
Prince, has powerfully promoted, by a generous donation of 
6,600 rix dollars, Banco. The enlightened clergy of Nor- 
way, and many of its reflecting inhabitants, have evinced 
the sincerest zeal for the advancenent and accomplishment 
of this Institution. Thus every thing seems to announce 
the approach of that joyful day, when the word of the Lord 
shall be found in the smallest cottage of the North. 
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kic'racts from an address of Prince Galitzin at the second 
anniversary of the Russian Bible Society. 


Lovers and promoters of the Divine Word! When yor 
were assembled, last year, in this place, to receive from the 
Committee, chosen by yourselves, their first Report concern- 
ing the undertaking founded on your Christian zeal, and 
eo te by your bounty, you were saluted by the joyful 
tidings: that, at last, also, we were become witnesses of the 
word of life. Doubtless, in the present meeting, the ardour 
of your zeal is ready to inquire, does, then, the word of God 
increase among us ? 

Though it be not given unto us, to observe how the word 
of God grows in the hearts of men, (this being known to 
him alone who giveth the increase to that which is planted 
and watered by man;) yet those dispositions towards the 
word, which are manifest before our eyes, bear witness of 
its internal growth. The number of zealous promoters of 
the dissemination of the word of God increases ; and, where 
there is sincerity in the sowers, there never will be-a want of 
the divine blessing upon the seed. The number of those 
who thirst to read and to hear the Divine Word, increases 
also. What can be more encouraging? The husbandman 
may sometimes be in want of rain, or sunshine, or even of 
seed itself; but, to the sowers of the word. of. God, of all 
things, surely, a prepared. soil is most desirable, because 
their seed never fails, their spiritual sun. never sets, and the 
heavenly showers are never withheld. On the-present oc- 
casion, | cannot refrain from anticipating certain. pleasing, 
and most promising, features contained in the Report to be 
laid before you, respecting the prosperity of the Russian 
Bible Society. Our pious emperor, though. at a distance 
from Russia, labouring for the good of the nations, yet al- 
ways present with all that is calculated to promote the wel- 
fare of his people, and of mankind, has, even in these cir- 
cumstances, given us a new token of his regard to the work 
of the Bible Society; for he has granted the same privileges 
(oO promote its correspondence, that are enjoyed by the dif- 
ferent departments of government themselves*. Our most 
sincere union with the British and Foreign Bible Society, also 
continues to be preserved, by which we are so essentially 
aided in our most difficult undertakings, and enabled the 
more easily to accomplish them. We can even say, that 
Providence has stretched out a gracious hand, and favoured 


* Not only the privilege of sending all letters, free from postage, but alsc 
of sending Bibles, by post, to any part of the empire, free from charge, 
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us in a peculiar manner; for, when altogether unexpected, 
it put into our hands a manuscript of the whole New Testa- 
ment in the Persian language, long expected by other Bible 
Societies, with the express purpose, as it were, that we 
should send this new apostle, by the shortest way, to preach. 
to the nations of the East. 


From the Rev. J. Paterson. 


St. Petersburg, March 24, 1815. 

Pastor Haygman, of Stockholm, has just published a most 
interesting pamphlet on the editions of the Swedish Scrip- 
tures, which have been published from the -time of the re- 
formation in Sweden. ‘The result of his inquiries and cal- 
culations, is that, previously to the establishment of a Bible 
Society in Sweden, not one out of eighty among the poorer 
classes had a copy of the Scriptures. This is a most melan- 
choly discovery. Not fewer than 400,000 families are des- 
titute of ‘the word of life in Sweden! Our work is scarcely 


begun! 


From the same. 

St, Pelersburg, June 24, 1815. 
We have had our second annual general meeting, and I can 
assure you, that it was-a very interesting one. Mr. Pinker- 
ton has already informed you of what is most material; but 
that which most attracted my attention, was, the motley 
company, from many different nations, and some of them 
in their national costumes. J was particularly pleased with 
a company of Greeks from the ancient Macedonia, Prince 
Ypsilanti, and his ‘suite. O, how much‘ wished to send the 
Word of Life to a people, who were the first in Europe, who 
said to the great apostle of the Gentiles,.come over and help 
us: and, through whom, the Gospel of the grace of God 
entered our quarter of the globe! They are all fine, lively 
looking men, and seemed worthy to be the descendants of 
the Church of Philippi. Our committee and Society felt as 
1 did, and ‘the prince was-chosen as one of our Vice-Presi- 
dents, that he might help us in our endeavours to assist his 
countrymen. He, and all his suite, with an eagerness and 
liberality which reminded me of the beautiful description, 
(Phil. iv. 10—18.) put down their names as subscribers to 
our Society. Paul’s promise, in regard to them, (verse 19,) 
will, | hope, soon be fulfilled in all its extent. They are in 

need of the Word of Life; and, by the help of God, the 
shall soon have it. Although, including the Tartar, (which 
we have now resolved to print at the Scottish Missionary 
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press, in the South of Russia,) and the Greek, (for which we 
expect soon to receive stereotype plates from London,) the 
Russian Bible Society is printing, at present, in fifteen dif- 
ferent languages ; this will not stop our ear to the call from 
the South, especially from Moldavia and Wallachia. 

The removal of a part of the-Scottish mission to Astra- 
chan, with their printing-press, is an important step for our 
Society. This place is the Calcutta of Russia, and we mean 
to make it the Serampore of the South. We are arranging 
matters with government for the establishment of their print- 
ing-office there, and you will soon hear of the Waters of 
Life flowing out from this city, to water all the surroundin 
regions, and render them fruitful as the garden of the Lord: 
Another division of this mission is on its way for Arensburg, 
in the island of Oesel, a place of equal importance for us, 
and which opens to us a most extensive field. Excuse me 
introducing the subject of missions; for, without them, the 
Bible Society, in these quarters, can do almost nothing. 


[Tux following extract of a letter from the very Rev. Antistes HkEss, 
Senior of the Zurich Clergy, a prelate equally distinguished for his learning 
and piety, breathes a spirit of Catholicism, as worthy of the age of Bible So- 
cieties, as it is becoming the head of a Christian community which was the 
first in that part of the world to receive and cherizh the light of the glorious 
reformation. 

Zurich; October 13, 1815. 

Now that the task is devolved upon me, in the name of my 
fellow-labourers, and in my own, to give you thanks; | can- 
not refrain from pouring out my heart unto you, and confess, 
that nothing gives us greater delight than this new bond of 
Christian friendship, by which all the true worshippers of 
Christ upon the face of the whole earth become more and 
more united through the beneficial influence of your Socie- 
ty. It was always our desire, that, between those who, by 
the diversity of confessions, symbols, and rites, are separat- 
ed jrom one another, a ligament might exist, by means of 
which, notwithstanding the mantfold differences in forms, 
the friends of truth might coalesce among themselves, and 
be cemented together into one body. But so many, and 
such great difficulties appeared to arise, that success would 
almost have been despaired of, had not the kind providence 
of God himself given us the opportunity to obtain the great 
end by that very association of your’s, whose call instanta- 


neously caused many to join amicable hands, who, if not by 
discord, yet by very different opinions, seemed to be exclud- 
ed from all communion and co-operation in the sacred cause. 
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Report of the Directors of the New-York prey | So- 
ciety, presented at their Annual meeting, held on Tues- 


day, April 2, 1816. 


We have assembled again, Christian Brethren, to present to you an ac- 
count of the transactions of this Society, since the last Annual Report: and 
when we consider the derangement into which, for some years past, our Mis- 
sions had been thrown, and find that they are again reduced to considerable 
order, we have reason to believe that Divine Providence smiles upon eur ef- 
forts, and that the cause in which we are engaged he will prosper as his own. 

By a letter received from Mr. Hyde, our teacher among the Senecas, dated 
July 18th, 1815, the Board has been informed he was enabled to re-commence | 
the instruction of the Indian youth, for the first time since the late war, on the 
30th of June ; that the time employed in teaching was trom 8 in the morning 
to 5 in the afternoon, with a short intermission at noon; that the school is at- 
tended by 35 males and 4 females ; and that he had not found it practicable, at 
that time, to institute a religious society, or prayer meeting. Lately, how- 
ever, the Board has learned that he has established two meetings for prayer, 
one on Saturday, and another on Sabbath evening. 

Information hes been lately received from Nicholas Cusick, expressing the 
desire of those Indians among whom he resides, to have another Missionary 
sent out among them; and the Board intend, as soon as they can procure a 
suitable Missionary, to send him to the Tuscarora village. In consideration of 
the exertions made by Cusick to uphold the interest of true religion among his 
people, the Board has resolved to contiaue his salary at the rate of 200 dollars 
annually. 

A Committee has been authorized to let the farm at the Tuscarora village, 
belonging to this Society, at a reasonable rate, with an understanding that no 
more of the wood shall be used than is necessary for the purposes of the farm. 

The Rev. Nathan Dickerson, of Long-Island, at the request of the Commit - 
tee of Missions, has visited this City; and, in an interview with them, has 
communicated the following information respecting our Missionary ground on 
Long-Island :— 

_ At Montauk, there are between 20 and 30 Indians ; 3 or 4 of tvhom are pro- 
fessors of religion. 

At Cold Spring, there are upwards of 100 Indians; of whom about 20 are 
professors. 

_ At the Forks, there are between 90 and 100-Indians ; of whem 5 or 6 are pro- 
iessors. 

At Cold Spring, there is an Indian mecting-house, considerably out of re- ° 
pair; and at Puspattock, one just compl ted, and ready for divine service. 

At. Cold Spring, there are between 300 and 400 white inhabitants, most of 
whom are very solicitous to hear a preached Gospel, and some of whom are 
hopefully pious. During the last 3 years, Mr. Dickerson has preached one 
fourth of his time at this place; and the people, both Indians and whites, are 
desirous that he should continue his labours amongst them. 

At Puspatiock, there are about 150 white inbabitants, and at the Forks 
about 200. ; 

In consequence of this information, and being satisfied, from the report of 
the Committee of Missions, who have examined Mr. Dicker¢on on experi- 
mcntal religion, and the leading doctrines of Christianity, that he is qualified 
to be auseful teacher, both to the Indians and the white people, at our Mis- 
stonary stations on the Island, the Board have employed him to preach at Cold 
epring, Puspatiock, and the Forks, for one year, at a salary of 300 dollars. 

rhe Board have directed the Committee of Missions, whenever there shal! 
appear to be such an increase to the funds of this Society as will justify the 
measure, in consistency with our present engagements with the Indians, to in- 
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quire for a suitable person to proceed on a Missionary tour through the North 
ern and Western frontiers of this State. 

The Board has also under consideration the subject of translating the Scrip- 
tures into the Indian languages, and report the foHowing information: They 
have found a person capable of translating the Scriptures into the language of 
the Delaware tribe, which has been more extensively spread than any other 
in North America. ‘They have in view another gentleman, qualified for 
translating the Bible into the Oneida language, which is the language of com- 
munication among the five nations. In order to make the Scriptures intelligi- 
ble to most of the tribes, they deem it necessary to have a translation into the: 
Muscohge language, ond pe rhaps into one or two more. 

Mr. Crane, sti] under the care of this Society, has been industrious in the 
prosecution of those branches of education necessary to qualify him as a Mis- 
sionary. The Committee appointed to superintend his education, has been 
discharged ; and he has been committed to the particular care and direction of 
the Rev. Mr. Mathews, who gives a very pleasing account of Mr. Crane’s 
ability and application to study : and at the request of Mr. Mathews, a com- 
mittee has been appointed to examine into his progress, and report to this 
Goard. His account for board and necessary articles has been paid. 

The Board acknowledges, with gratitude, a donation — from the Assistant 
New-York Missionary Society, amounting to 466 dols. 75 cis. and deem it 
their duty to inform the Society, that no further contributions are to be ex- 
pected from the Assistant Viissionary Society, as they have unde rtaken the 
exclusive management of their own funds. 

A Coramittee has been appointed to procure new members to this Society, 
aad solicit, donations from such persons as may decline becoming members 5 
who have reported that, so far as they have proceeded, they have met with 
considerable success, 

An account of the receipts and expenditures of the Society, for the Jast 
year, accompanies this report. 

Presuming that any information from the London Missionary Society will 
not be uninteresting, the Board submits the following extract from a letter 
lately received from their Secretary. 

** Embarked with them in the same noble cause, whether for the instruction 
of our unenlightened neighbours, or the heathen in the distant regions of the 
globe, they fecl as brethren and fellow-labourers, and sympathise with your 
society under the painful reflection that your efferts have not lately been 
crowned with the desired success. 

** The return of peace in your borders will, we trust, produce facilities for 
the labours of your Missionaries, and induce the poor ignorant Indians to lis- 
ten to their instructions; while that happy revival of evangelical religion in 

various parts of your country, the tidings of which have gladdened our hearts, 
will, we hope, excite the zeal of well qualitied men to offer their Missionary 
services, and open wide the purses of multitudes, amply to afford pecuniary 
support. 

** The power of divine grace manifested in the hearts of so many theologica) 
students in your seminaries, augurs well for the American churches. It may 
devoutly be expected, as well as desired, that some of them will feel con- 
strained to undertake the honourable, though laborious, task of evangelizing 
the multitudes on your own berders who are destitute of the means of religion, 
and that others will devote themselves to fore ign missions among the heathen. 
it has afiorded unspeakable joy to our society that several young men of piety 
and talents, who entered the briuish seminaries with a design to settle in their 


own country, have nobly come iorward, and volunteered their services to go 
* tar hence to the Gentik 


** Our reeent publicati 


us, which will accompany this letter, will give you 
Tull miormation re spectung the state of our various Missions. 


the translation of the New Testament into the Chinese language by our 
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Missionary, Mr. Morrison, is a work in which we are sure you will rejoice 
with us. We sincerely bless God for its accomplishment, and hope, notwith- 
standing the jealousy of the Chinese government, that by various channels the 
Word of God will be diffused widely among the millions of China and Asiatic 
ides. The work of God is making a slow, but we trust a sure, progress in 
different parts of India; the Scriptures are translating by some of our Mis- 
sionaries into the Telinga and Cannard languages, and many of the poor su- 
perstitious natives of Hindostan begin to be ashamed of their idols. 

‘“ But the most remarkable success which*has attended the labours of our 
missionaries, has been afforded in the South of Africa. We have about twelve 
different stations there, and in several of them the word of the Lord has indeed 
been glorified: several hundreds, we have reason to believe, were savingly 
converted to God. During the last year two hundred and fifty communicants 
sat down at the Table of the Lord, at Bethelsdorp only. To regions but Jate- 
ly discovered, several Missionaries are now on their way; and we trust that in 
the vast deserts of Africa living waters shall abundanily flow. 

*: Many pious young men come forward and offer their services, wishing to 
receive a suitable education at our Missionary Seminary, where we have 
already twenty promising students. And to cnable us to sustain the great 
expenses attending these exertions, we bless God who has the hearts of all 
men in his hands, that most liberal contributions are made. It affords us 
additional satisfaction to know that many of those British Churches and 
ministers who are most zealously attached to the Missionary cause, enjoy 
much of the pleasure and power of religion among themselves ; thus is the 
liberal soul made fat, and he who watereth is watered himself.” 

In a Postscript to thé same letter, the Secretary adds, “ | am authorized to 
say, that if the New-York Missionary Society are disposed to send two Mis- 
sionaries to the Indians-en your borders, and can find two persons qualilied for 
that purpose, the Missionary Society here will cheerfully contribute £100 
towards that good work.” 

When, Christian Brethren, we thus behold others in distant countries, so 
deeply concerned, so zealous in their endeavours to spread the glory and sal- 
vation of God among the Gentiles, let us be stimulated to further and more 
vigorous exertions, and enlist our souls to engage most earnestly in the cause. 
Difficulties should not deter us in attempting to convert the “ habitations of 
cruelty”? into the sanctuaries of the living God. The Lord is on our side ; 
and while he has promised, *‘ My word shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it,” let us seek to have the 
testimony of a good conscience, that we do not neglect our duty in endea- 
vouring to spread the light of the Gospel among the benighted Pagans on our 
borders. Thus may we hope that the blessing of the great Head of the 
Church will crown our humble efforts to promote his glory ; and that we shall 
yet = instrumental in saving many, who are now in the region and shadow ot! 
death. 


By order of the Board, J. X. CLARKE, Secretary. 


Officers and other Directors for the ensuing year, 


Rev. Dr. John B. Romeyn, President; Rey Dr. John .M. Mason; Rev. 
Dr. Philip Milledoler; Rev. Stephen N. Rowan; Rev. Gardiner Spring, 
Vice-Presidents; Rey. Robert B. E. M‘Leod, Secretary; Mr. Divie Be- 
thune, Treasurer; Mr. G. B. Vroom, Clerk. 

Other Directors. Rev. James M. Mathews; Rev. Sclah S. Woodhull ; 

Rev. Alexander M ‘Clelland ; Rev. Henry Blatchford ; Rev. John X. Clarke: 
Rev. Christian Bork, Dr. Peter Wilson, Messrs. Jesse Baldwin, Zecharwh 
Lewis, Lebbeus Loomis, Horace W. Bulkley, William Whiilock, isaac 
Heyer, John P. Mumford, Anthony Post, John E. Caldwell, James Bleecker, 
Fohn Nitchte, Matthias Bruen, Richard Duryee, Henry Rankin, Levi Cott. 
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Philadelphia Bible Society. 


On Wednesday Ist of May, 1816, the PurADELPHIA BrBLE SociETy 
held their eighth anniversary in the Second Presbyterian Church. The meet- 
ing was opened with prayer by the Rev. President, Bishop W#urTe, who then 
read the following interesting 


REPORT. 


Tue managers of the Bible Society of Philadelphia, have great satisfac- 
tion in once more meeting their fellow members, to communicate their con- 
tinued progress in the interesting work committed to their charge. 

Their gratification on this occasion is enhanced by the pleasing reflection, 
that whilst they are happily exempted from the necessity of noticing any 
incident of a discouraging aspect in the occurrences of the past year, they 
have it in their power, through the blessing of divine Providence on their en- 
deavours, to exhibit many facts calculated to animate the hearts, and increase 
the exertions, of all who love the inestimable volume of revelation, and 
desire to promote the glory of God, and advance the kingdom of the Re- 
deemer. 

Since the last Report, there have been printed from the stereotype press of 
this Society, nine editions of the Bible, amounting to 17,000 copies, and an 
edition of 2,500 New ‘Testaments, which, added to the number heretofore 
reported, constitute an aggregate of 55,625 Bibles and Testaments, issued 
from this press since the commencement of its operations in the fall of the 
year 1813. ‘The gratuitous distribution of Bibles and Testaments during the 
past year has been as follows: Bibles, 1592; New Tesgaments, 4042. 

In addition to the above, there have been distributed by individual mana- 
gers 116 ay “10 Bibles, 45 English New Testaments, 7 German Bibles, and 
49 German New Testaments, making the aggregate sum of Bibles and Tes- 
taments gratuitously distributed, 1715 of the former,and 4136 of the latter. 

Orders of sister Societies for supplies at prime cost, have been executed as 
they occurred, to the full extent required. A compliance with these demands, 
connected with the gratuitous distribution, has nearly engrossed the whole 
number of Bibles and Testaments published during the past year, as well as 
a considerable stock of the latter that remained on hand of former editions. 

The difficulty of procuring, and the high price of paper, interposed some 
temporary hinderances to the operations of the press; otherwise the iesue 
of Bibles would have been greater than above stated. The latter cir- 
cumstance has rendered necessary a small rise in the price of those disposed 
of by sale to other institutions. If the pecuniary resources of the So- 
ciety should’ be enlarged, agreeably to expectation, by the plans recently put 
into operation, and to be hereafter noticed, our present stereotype press, with 
the one expected from England, will, it is hoped, prevent any difficulty in 
promptly supplying the daily increasing demands of Societies and indivi- 
duals 

‘The managers are persuaded that the Society will derive satisfaction from 
the foregoing statement, not only on account of a sanction which so extensive 
a distribution of the sacred volame affords to the early impressions of its 
members in regard to the necessity of Bible Institutions, but in the consola- 
tory reflection that its endeavours, from a very small beginning, have already 
emerged into such extensive usefulness, and that the hope may be justly en- 
tertained of the success, under the smiles of Heaven, of their future efforts 
on a more enlarged scale. 

Amongst the many predicted advantages of these associations, the excite- 
ment amongst the poorer classes of society, of an anxiety for such a portion 
of human learning as would enable them to read the sacred Scriptures, was 
one of no small importance. This effect was soon visible ia the country in 
which Bible Societies had their origin, and the same benevolent agents that 

vached to the poor the sacred directory of faith and practice, were at the 
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same time liberally engaged in enabling them to learn its value, and possess 
its benefits. We have seen the same spirit of beneficence the attendant of 
our operations. TJ'o an unprecedented extent, during the past year, indrri- 
duals of both sexes, of every age, have carried the seul for enabling the poor 
to participate in the pleasures and profit of biblical instruction. In every va- 
riety of form, and especially by assembling the children of the poor on the 
Lord’s day, in our houses of worship in the intervals of public service, iis 
amiable charity has been successfully prosecuted. NOT LESS THAN FIVE THOU- 
SAND LITTLE CHILDREN have been by this means taken from our streets, con- 
ducted to the house of God, and, beside being taught to read the Seriptures, are 
made partakers of all the benefits of the stated worship of the sanctuary. 
Schemes of adult education are likewise in a course of successful operation. 
No more agreeable duty has recently devolved upon the managers than that 
of supplying these associations with the requisite number of Bibles and Tes- 
taments ; and they fee] assured that no part of their transactions will be re- 
ceived with greater approbation by the Institution whose concerns have been 
committed to their charge. 

The managers mentioned in their Report of last year, their having printed 
an edition of 6,000 French New Testaments, to be sent principally to Louisi- 
ana and the adjacent territories, and their having confided, for distribution, 
the larger portion of them to the Rey. Samuel J. Mills, and the Rey. Danic! 
Smith, missionaries to that region from a religious Society in New-England. 
Those gentlemen have executed the trust confided to them with great atten- 
tion and fidelity. On their return from New Orleans in May last, the mana- 
gers had the satisfaction of being favoured with their personal attendance at 
one Of their meetings, and with a full oral communication of the manner in 
which they had disposed of the books transmitted to them. Alter returning 
them the proper acknowledgments, the managers requested them to prepare 
a summary in writing. ‘This was immediately done, and extracts from the 
same will be presented in an appendix to this Report. 

In addition to the evidence afforded by the communication of these gentle- 
men, of the utility and acceptableness of the measures taken in regard to the 
supply ot the French New Testament, it discovered a new necessity of a very 
urgent and interesting kind, that of New Testaments in the Spanish languages, 
a language exclusively understood by a large portion of the population of 
Louisiana, A committee was immediately appointed to consider and report 
in what manner this call upon their Christian sympathy could be adequately 
met. ‘The only practicable expedient they could devise, was adopted ; which 
was the transmission of an order to England for three hundred copies of the 
Spanish New Testament, published by the British and Foreign Bible Socicty, 
to be forwarded directly to New Orleans. In addition to this supply, this 
Institution, as the managers have been informed by them, have, with their 
accustomed promptitude and liberality, transmitted as a donation from them- 
relves one thousand Spanish New ‘Testaments, five hundred French New 
Testaments, and one hundred Bibles, the distribution of which has becca 
commenced under the most favourable circumstances. 

While the managers have great pleasure in congratulating the Society on 
the rapid disappearance, in the section of the country now referred to, of a 
spirit hostile to the circulation of the Scriptures amongst the French and 
Spanish population, and on this providential encouragement of the better dis- 
position that has succeeded, they regret the necessity of stating, that in the 
course of the past year they were informed that not a single Bible in the En- 
gitsh language was to be purchased in the cily of New Urleans. ‘Yo supply 
this exigency, such a shipment as the number of copies on hand admitted was 
immediately made, together with some French New ‘Testaments that re- 
mained on hand, to be m part disposed of by sale, and the residue gratuitous- 
ly distributed. In addition to these measures, the Louisiana Society, with @ 
beneficent regard to the necessity of every class amongst them, have authoriz- 
ed the managers to retain in their hands a pecuniary donation of one hundred 
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pounds sterling, remitted by the British and Foreign Bible Society in pays 
ment for four hundred French New Testaments, and the balance in English 
Bibles. 

The managers have great pleasure in recording the liberality of their sister 
Societies of the state of New Hampshire, and of Fairfield, in Connecticut, 
in their donations to this Society, the first, of four hundred dollars, to be 
invested in Bibles, and distributed m the south-western parts of the United 
States; and the last, of three hundred dollars, to be invested in like manner, 
and distributed amongst the most destitute parts of the State of Ohio, and 
the territories of the Illinois, Missouri, and Indiana.. The managers have 
endeavoured to execute the trust confided to them agreeably to the intention 
of the donors. 

Having been informed that the settlement -of Highlanders in the vicinity of 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, was still much in want of the sacred Scriptures 
in the language most familiar to them, the managers, in the course of the past 

ear, transmitted to England an order for two hundred Gelic Bibles for distri- 

ution amongst them. The British and Foreign Bible Society, on being ap- 
‘prized of the necessities of their Scotch brethren, prevented the execution of 
this order, by a grant of the above number of Bibles, which have been re- 
ceived and forwarded; and the managers have recenily been informed of a 
further grant of two hundred Gelic New Testaments, for a like destination, 
which are daily expected from London. 

In connexion with this incident, it is proper to mention that, having been 
prevented by unavoidable circumstances arising out of the late convulsions in 
Europe, from importing German Bibles immediately from Germany, and 
‘their supply being exhausted, the managers directed three hundred copies to 
be sent from London. A knowledge of this circumstance by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, induced them to add to the grant of the above-men- 
tioned Gzlic Bibles, three hundred Germar Bibles, and two hundred German 
New Testaments, which rendered the execution of their order unnecessary. 

Neither has the liberality of the London Society towards this Institution, 
during the past year, been confined to the donation of books, The managers 
have received from them, besides these, a pecuniary grant of two hundred 
pounds sterling, and have made in behalf of te Society, the proper acknow- 
ledgments for these generous benefactions. 

In the Report of last year, the managers intimated their intention to pro- 
cure a new set of stereotype plates for the New Testament, with types of a 
larger size ~than those now used, as soon as funds could be obtained for that 
purpose. The apticipations of pecuniary aid towards this object, have been 
more thin realized. Soon after the last annual meeting, the Female Bible 
Society of this city made the very liberal donation of 1000 dollars towards 
this object ; and it is believed that a knowledge of its being in contemplation, 
produced the pecuniary grant from the Society in Lendon, already noticed. 
The Auxiliary Bible Society of this city also made good their proposed grant 
ef three hundred and fifty dollars. From the Female Bible Society at Car- 
lisle, a donation of one hundred and twenty-seven dollars was likewise receiv- 
ed, and suilicient encouragement from other qnarters, not only to carry into 
eflect the original design, but to extend it to a complete set of plates, of a 
large type, for the Scriptures, both of the Old and New Testaments. This 
extension of the order will of course occasion some delay in the receipt of the 
plates. They are, however, expected this season. ‘ihe managers have been 
apprized that the stereotype plates ordered by the Baltimore Bible Society, 
have arrived, and that the New York Bible Society, and the Auxiliary Bible 
Society there, have combined their efforts to procure a set of stereotype 
plates, of a letter to constitute a large duodecimo. 

From the two presses of our Society, therefore, and those of our two sister 
Institutions, they will soon issue Bibles in four varieties of type; so that by 
means of mutual exchanges with each other, and direct supplies to the other 
Societies throughout the United States, the wants of individuals may be met 


— 








Pen 


a 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. ts? 


in a way accommodated to the wishes and convenience of every class off 
readers. ; 

It was the intimation of these benefits in a letter from the assistant Secreta- 
ry of the Society in London, that led the managers to extend their order 
beyond the first intention. i : 

The Society at Baltimore have cordially acceded to a suggestion made by 
the managers for such an exchange ; and, no doubt, a similar reciprocity will 
take place with the New-York Society ; so that the advantages anticipated by 
their respectable correspondent will shortly be realized. 

The managers, having experienced the favourable opinion of Congress 
towards the cause in which this Society is engaged, by their unhesitating re- 
mission of the duties on the plates formerly imported, were encouraged, dur- 
ing the late session, to present a memorial, praying for a general exemption. 
from duty of stereotype plates of the Bible, and of Bibles and Testaments in 
foreign languages, imported for gratuitous distribution by Bible: Institutions. 
In the house of representatives, a bill was passed in conformity to their wishes, 
which has been concurred in by the Senate. yes 

It is grateful to the managers to record this new evidence of the respect’ 
felt by the general government for the volume of revelation, and of their dis-: 
position to facilitate the circulation of these invaluable precepts of morality, 
which, associated with the evangelical doctrines of the Bible, are alike cal- 
culated to subserve the purposes of virtue and social order in the commu- 
nities of this world, as to prepare their recipients for the more abiding inter-. 
ests of the world to come. 

The managers have great pleasure in stating to the Society, that they have: 
deen informed, since their last report, of an accession of forty-six Bible So-. 
cieties to the number then existing, making in the aggregate one hundred and 
twenty-two: alist of which will be subjoined in the appendix to this Report. 
And it is still more encouraging to add, that a variety of circumstances which 
it is impracticable to detail in a communication like the present, give good 
ground for believing, that very important effects, both of a religious and 
moral aspect, have been the result of past exertions. It has therefore been 
the special care of the managers to increase the funds of the Society, and 
enlist the active agency of a greater number of individuals in its concerns. 

In reference to these objects, the measures put into operation previous to 
the last Report, have been still kept m view, and from one of them, collec- 
tions, after appropriate sermons, in Churches, an amount considerably greater 
than in any former year, has been received, as will appear from the Treasur- 
er’s account. In the course of the last fall, arrangements were made for 
increasing the number of members, by distributing subscription books 
amongst active and influential: members of the Society, and’ the effort has 
been to some extent successful. It was also agreed to place boxes in houses 
of public worship, in a form and position most acceptable to their proprietors, 
where permission for that purpose could be obtained, This has been cheer- 
fully complied with in a number of instances, and the boxes furnished. Ina 
few it has been declined, and from some congregations no answer to the re= 
quest of the managers has been received. Circular letters were transmitted, 
so far as they could be ascertained, to the ministers: of the Gospel of every 
religious denomination throughout the state, soliciting their active endeavours 
im augmenting the number of Bible Societies, their preaching annual or 
eecasional sermons, followed by collections, or pursuing such other means as 
in their estimation might be calculated to promote the interests of Bible 
fnstitutions. 

To these measures the managers have been induced to add others, which. 
they rejoice to say have been blessed to an extent beyond their most sanguine 
ex — and promise results of the most beneficial nature. 

t appeared to the managers, that whilst a commendable zeal had been 
displayed in sending the Bible for distribution into distant parts, in encourag- 
ing the formation of new Societies, and in other particulars of a more genera® 
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hature, suflicient exertion had not been employed in reiation to the large 
number of poor unsupplied with the sacred Scriptures, within our own city 
and the adjacent districts. To ascertain the wants of the indigent, and to 
adopt the best means for supplying them, whilst in its immediate consequen- 
ces a humane and profitable service, it was believed would lead into ulterior 
measures having a like design throughout our country generally. Of the 
various methods that suggested themselves, none appeared more eligible to 
the managers than that pursued in England, under the auspices of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, namely, the establishment of subordinate local 
Societies, under the name of Bible Associations. These would embrace 
persons of all the different classes in Society, whilst a leading principle should 
be to accommodate them in amount of contribution, and frequency of pay- 
ment, to the circumstances of the most humble. The number of persons en- 

ged in these associations being large, and the sphere of their operations 
Fimited in its extent, they could readily explore their several districts, and 
discover almost every suitable depository for a Bible. Receiving small stated 
contributions from the poor themselves, they would be calculated to enlist, 
very generally, the affections and activity of the pious and well-disposed, and 
even obtain from persons, of a different character, a portion of those earn- 
ings too often wasted in the most pernicious gratifications. However insigni- 
ficant and trifling these contributions of the poorer classes might at first ap- 
pear, experience in Europe had shown, that without lessening the means of 
individual subsistence, they constituted, in mass, a very considerable addi- 
tion to the sum of charity, whilst the agency of the contributors in the active 
duties of the association, proved of very extensive utility in furthering the 
great design. (To be continued.y 
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The Second Report of the Managers of the Norfolk Bible 
Society, submitted at the Annual Meeting, held on the 
twelfth of March, 1816. ° 


IN submitting our Annual Report to the members of the Society, we cannot 
but regret that we have nothing of very peculiar importance to communicate. We 
must honestly confess, ek that the hopes which we had indulged from the 
return of peace, have not been vefy splendidly fulfilled. It is even doubtful 
whether that event has not thus far been injurious to our cause, by seducing 
the attention of the public, and perhaps our own, from the silent and peaceful 
duties in which we are engaged. Notwithstanding many difficulties and dis- 
couragements, however, we have sti]l reason to be grateful that the work con- 
fided to our management has not been entirely neglected. We would even 
venture to flatier ourselves, that the good which our institution has already 
done, however unequal to our design or our wishes, has opened new resources 
os support in the affection of its members, and the approbation of the 
public. 

Our receipts for the past year, are $ 295 63 
Our expenditures for the same period, 244 25 
The balance in the treasury, is 125 75 
The number of Bibles distributed, is 65 
That of Testaments 


- 125 
Bibles on hand ° - 128 
Testaments - 89 


The books have been distributed, as formerly, by ourselves, or by friendly 
agents at a distance, whenever a call has been made, or an opening prevented. 


It may be proper to mention, that with a view to encourage the circulation of 
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tat cost prices. In this manner, we hope that some, at-least, who are not so 
indigent as to be objects of charity, will be induced to furnish themselves 
more readily with the word of life. 

In adverting now, for a moment, to the general state of the cause in which 
we are engaged, we are happy to observe, that the great work is still carried on 
with unabated vigour. The parent institution, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, still pursues its splendid labours with undiminished energy and zeal, 
dispensing its beneficence to all quarters of the world. In our own country 
too, new societies are constantly forming, while the gld are generally enlarging 
the sphere of their exertions. The whole number of tnem in the United States 
is stated to be one hundred and ten. And here we are particularly happy to 
inform you, that a proposition has lately been submitted to them, from the Bi- 
ble Society of New-Jersey, for a convention of delegates to meet at New- 
York, on the eighth of May next, for the purpose of adopting some system of 
union and concert in the common cause. The p sition has received the 
warmest approbation of our board, and we trust willlead tothe best effects. 

In the mean time, the exertions of these societies, and the-many kindred 
associations excited and fostered by the same spirit, are already exercising a 
sensible and most happy influence upon the moral interests of our country and 
mankind, Already many are going to and fro, and knowledge is increased. 
Already the eye of Faith can discern the first streaks of that morning when 
the Sun of Righteousness shall arise, to warm and enlighten the world with his 
glory. 

In contemplating this progress, and certain consummation of our toils, we 
‘cannot but feel ourselves called upon to renew ow diligence in the great duty 
and business of our society. In our part of the world, indeed, we fear that 
the subject has never yet received that degree of attention which is certainly 
due to its merit and importance. And yet in no state perhaps, is the charity 
we provide more loudly demanded by the wants of the people. In no state, 
at least, are the preachers of the Gospel so utterly inadequate to the extent 
of the population. There is indeed an awful scarcity, if not an actual famine 
of the word of the Lord. And shall we, can we, look on the suffering state 
of our brethren, our kinsmen, according to the flesh, without feeling the very 
bowels of christian Jove move with compassion for their forlorn and desolate 
condition? Do we believe that the Bible is indeed the word of life, and that 
Saviour whom it reveals the only name given under heaven, among m 
whereby we must be saved; and sha we abandon the least of those for whom 
he has died, to the perils of their ignorance, without an effort for their relief? 
And while we unite our hearts in fervent prayer to the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth more labourers into his harvest, shall we not at least 
endeavour to furnish the starving souls of the poor, with that cheaper supply 
which is more immediately within our power through the medium of this 
charity? Let it be observed too, that the laudable spirit which begins to 
prevail in our state, for the establishment of Lancaster Schools (a spirit, we 
may be permitted to remark, inspired, or certainly cherished by Bible Socie- 
ties,) already promises to multiply the objects of our benevolence, by. increas- 
ing the number of those who are able to read, at least, among the rising 
generation. Add to this, what we are encouraged to hope, that it will not 
be long before our cities shall be blessed with charitable associations for the 
instruction of poor adults, and we shall hasten to enlarge our funds, that we 
may be prepared to meet the increasing wants of the poor. And above all, 
when we observe how the influence of our labours, feeble as they are, is felt 
through all the dearest charities of society, we shall never cease to cherish 
an institution which seems to set the whole system of benevolence in motion. 

We would, therefore, respectfully and affectionately press it upon the 
hearts of all, to consider the duty of aiding us at once with their subscrip- 
tions and contributions ; nor can we believe that this appeal will be made 
without effect. That those indeed, whe have no regard for the cause of the 
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Redeemer, and the salvation of their fellow-creatures, should look upon our 
labours with indifference or contempt, though it be woful enough, is not sur- 
prising. But surely there are war Dene to the poor, and to the Gospeh 
who must feel the wish to strengthen our hands by their cheerful assistance. 
Those at least we»may hope, from whatever cause they may have been 
hitherto withheld, will no longer delay to enrol themselves among our mem- 
bers. 

We would also entreat our friends of the other sex (and we know that we 
have many,) to aid our Jabours with those offices for which they are so pe- 
culiarly qualified by their habits and pursuits, and which are so well worthy 
of female tenderness, in finding..out the proper objects of our charity, and 
dispensiag the consolations which it is our duty to provide. 

And to conclude, we would earnestly call upon all Christians, of all deno- 
minations, to unite their prayers with ours to the throne of divine love, for 
a blessing upon our institution and our cause; imploring the Father of all 
mercies to prosper our humble labours for the good of his creatures, and 
make us the instruments of durning many to righteousness, to the glory of his 
grace for ever. 

Officers for the present year. 

James Nimmo, President;" Wright Southgate, Vice-President ; “alliam 
Maxwell, Corresponding Seeretary; George W. Camp, Recording Secreta- 
ry ; John M‘Phail, Treasurer. 
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Tue following anecdote was related at a late meeting of the Aberdeen 
Bible Society (in Scotland,) by the Rev. Mr. Grant, one of the ministers 
ef the Orkney islands, who was an eye-witness of the scene. ‘ Last yeara 
Swedish vessel was driven upon our coast in a tremendous gale, and went to 
pieces. All on board perished, except one man, who was driven on shore 
upon a piece of the wreck, entwined among the ropes, half naked and half 
drowned. .As soon as the people rescued him, astonishment filled their minds, 
by observing a small parcel tied firmly round his waist with a handkerchief. 
Some of them concluded it*was his money; others, it was the ship’s papers, 
&c. To their astonishment, it was his Bible; a Bible given to the lad’s 
father, from the British and Foreign Bible Society. Upon the blank leaf was 
a prayer written, that the Lord would make the present gift the means of 
saving his son’s soul. Upon the other klank leaf was an account how the 
Bible came into the old man’s hands, and a tribute of gratitude to the Socie- 
ty. The request was, that the son should make it the man of his counsel; 
and that he could not allow him to depart from home without giving him the 
best pledge of his love, a Bible ; though that gift deprived the other parts of 
the family. ‘Fhe Bible bore evident marks of being often read with tears.” 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
Dialogue. 
SINNER. CHRISTIAN. 


Tell me, Christian, heir of heaven, Jesus calls the friendless to him ; 
Where my burden’d soul may rest ;| He will all your wants relieve, 
How my sins may be forgiven : If by faith thou canst but view him, 

Comfort, cheer, my troubled breast.) If on him thou canst believe. 


CHRISTIAN. : SINNER. 
Have you never heard of Jesus, [ am thirsty, faint, and weary ; 
Who for sinners bled and died ? Earthly joys I cannot prize; _—[ry, 


He from ev’ry mis’ry frees us ; The world to me seems dark and drea- 
He, for us, was crucified. Whereso’er I turn mine eyes. 
SINNER. CHRISTIAN. 
I am poor, and weak, and friendless; {Flee then to the Saviour’s bosom, 
Nought but sin and shame have I: To the blessed Jesus flee ; 
Oft I fear my wo is endless, For thy Friend and Portion choose him : 





And my worthless soul must die, He will never turn from thee. 
CH&ISTIANA, 
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